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Dear Comrades,
I cannot believe that the year is almost over. Yet, I am so proud of each
and every one of our volunteer members for helping us accomplish
what we have. We have had record profits and have achieved many of
our goals.

For a while, the permitting process for a new digital sign was delayed.
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complete and the work can begin to finally install the sign. This sign
will draw more attendance to the Legion and increase awareness of all
we do to benefit our Veterans and our community. I also want to thank
our Jr. Vice Commander Victoria Tullock for putting together a
successful Halloween party.

Our Upcoming events are all listed on our website. The Marine Corps
Ball is coming up on the evening of Saturday, November 5th. BUNCO is
on Sunday, November 6th at 1 pm. We also have an American Flag
Retirement ceremony at our Post on Saturday, November 12th at 9am,
along with Veterans Thanksgiving that evening. RSVP is required and
has been extended to Nov. 6th. Please see the flyer for more
information. Come out for Poker on November 13th, and let’s not forget
the Post Christmas Party is December 17th. Specific details are in the
newsletter and on our website for all Legion Family Events.
I know I have been updating you on the tragic situation at the Will
County Veterans Assistance Commission (WCVAC). The efforts of our
delegates have paid off. Many of the ineligible Executive Board members
that allowed Veterans assistance funds to be given away have
essentially retired from the Commission pursuant to the lawsuit filed by
our delegates as well as their constant demands for these people to do
the right thing. While there are still challenges to resolve, I am
extremely proud of our delegates' leadership and what they have done
to resolve what I consider major issues with how our Veterans are
served.
With that, I want to wish everyone a Happy Veterans Day, a wonderful
upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas
holiday season.
James "Casta" Castaneda
Commander
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Sr. Vice Report
I hope everyone is doing well. I’d like to thank everyone that came out to lead the
Plainfield Homecoming Parade.
We have a couple events coming up in November and December.
November 5th is the 247th Marine Corps Birthday Celebration here at the post. I look
forward to seeing all of our Marine Brothers and Sisters for our Birthday.
Nov. 10th is the actual Marine Corps Birthday, I’m sure there will be a large contingency
of Marines at the Legion to celebrate.
Nov. 11th is Veterans Day. I want to wish all veterans a Very Happy Veterans Day!!!
Please also contact the post as there are several schools that have requested us
Veterans to stop in and be recognized.
Saturday Nov. 12 is the Boy scouts flag retirement ceremony. Please see Greg Roach if
you are available to assist, unfortunately I will be out of town. Also, November 12th is
the Veterans Thanksgiving Dinner in the evening. Please see the flyer for more
information.
December 17th is our Post’s Christmas Party. Please refer to the Legion’s website for
times. The flyer is in the newsletter, but we will also put out further information as the
date gets closer.
I want to again put out a request for assistance for our events. Please do what you can
to help support our Legion!
If I do not see everyone over the next couple months…
I hope everyone has a Happy Veterans Day, a Happy Thanksgiving and a Very Merry
Christmas.
Stay safe
Frenchie
Senior Vice Commander

Sergeant-at-Arms
As a reminder:

Due to the Post being a Voting site in the November elections, our
NOVEMBER monthly Post Meeting will be moved to Tuesday
November 15.
Shellie Arthaud
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Jr. Vice Commander
Hello, my fellow Legionaries and Legion family!

I want to say sorry for missing the last issue deadline for the newsletter. Our Halloween
Costume Party was a great success! We had roughly 45 people attend. Most where
individuals and groups that bought their ticket off Eventbrite. This was a great
opportunity to engage the community and put our Legion out there for people who may
have never been to a Legion before. Many of the people who attended gave us great
feedback about how much they enjoyed themselves and thought the hall was decorated
well. I want to personally thank everyone who volunteered and assisted me during the
Halloween Costume Party. Job well done to everyone who helped put it together!
If you know any veteran who is in need of a Christmas tree for Christmas, please send
me an email at alm13v.tullock@gmail.com. Deadline to put a request for a Christmas
tree for a veteran will end November 30th. These are live trees and once deadline
passes, I will send out further information regarding pick up and location.
If you RSVP’d to attend the Veterans Thanksgiving Dinner on November 12th, we look
forward to seeing you there. We have extended the deadline to November 6th, so please
see the flyer if you are interested in attending. If you are interested in assisting with the
Veterans Day Thanksgiving dinner, please be present at 2pm for set-up. We may need
servers if interested please let me know.
If you are interested in participating or assisting in out upcoming Christmas party
please contact our Sr Vice Commander David “Frenchie” LaFrancis or Auxiliary
President Cheryl Manno.
Taking time from your personal lives is a lot to ask, so when you make the effort to
assist, I want to make sure that you know it is recognized and I am grateful for the
assistance. Also, please remember, if you volunteer, please send in a picture of yourself
during the time you were active duty you will receive the new polo with your respected
service emblem on it. Please inform me when the two criteria have been met so I can
inform our commander.
Victoria A. Tullock
Junior Vice Commander

3

Finance Officer
Dear Post Members We continue to do well financially with record profits through this year. We are on
budget and on target!
We have allocated plenty of funding to expand our Operations in the Pavilion and
the process overall has been successful and generated us plenty of additional
revenue. Our online Paypal donation platform which I implemented earlier this year
is also generating an additional revenue stream. You can find the link on our
website plainfieldlegion.com.
We have also made an initial payment on a digital sign and that work should start
shortly.
As far as upcoming goals, I will be aiming to improve our inventory management.
Naturally, as our bar operations have grown, our costs have also increased.
Managing our inventory will go a long way to save us additional costs in the long
run.

I also wanted to provide an update on the Will County Veterans Assistance
Commission (WCVAC). Myself and our Service Officer, delegates to that
Commission, have been dismayed at the level of attacks we have received as a
result of asking leaders at that Commission to simply do the right thing. However,
we did not give up! We consistently continued to be vocal about the issues and even
issued a lawsuit. As a result, one member who had sat on the board illegally for
years has resigned and some others have essentially retired. We are making
progress for all Veterans and I am proud to call myself a Plainfield Legion member.
All I ask is that you continue to support us in this fight for our Veterans.
With this, I wish you a safe and a fruitful upcoming holiday season!
-Raj Pillai
Finance Officer
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Chaplain Report
SICK CALL: Peggy Arends, Doug Flagg, Frank Uher, Jim Walls, (Sgt. Seabee) John York

TAPS: James Sobkoviak 9Nov43-26Oct22, U.S. Army, Vietnam Veteran. Details of funeral
arrangements are still pending. James had been a Marne Post member for 47 years. We ask
that Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ provide consolation and assurance of eternal peace to
James' wife Shirley, his family, and his friends.
FRONTLINE FLASHBACKS
Hot, dusty, painful, and most of all DANGEROUS! This is how I remember the role Army Sergeant
Paul Samarin took upon himself, mission after mission, as a volunteer lead vehicle operator
during convoys in and out of Iraq in 2008. The significance of this is that the lead vehicle was
usually the one hit first by improvised explosive devices (IEDs), etc. Paul willingly volunteered to
stay in this vehicle. I met Paul as I walked the line offering words of encouragement and prayer.
The Lord used our interactions to help Paul jumpstart his faith in Christ, and he is now studying
the Word of God in seminary.
On this Veterans’ Day, I think of vets like Paul who showed me through their actions what a
willingness to lay down their lives for their friends truly looked like.
Army Chaplain Major Erik J. Gramling Currently serving with U.S. Army Cadet Command in Fort
Knox, Kentucky

“Chaplains: A Visible Reminder of the Holy”—this was on the front cover of Alliance Life
magazine in July 2001. Do you remember back that far? So much has changed in our country
and in our world. I was still on active duty then, stationed in Germany. I retired after almost 26
years of active duty service as an Army chaplain endorsed by The Alliance. Many more have
retired since then, and many more have raised their hands to serve their country and their Lord
as military chaplains serving with the C&MA.
One of the things that has not changed from that time in 2001 is that Alliance chaplains remain
a visible reminder of the Holy One. Military veterans who served in every war have had chaplains
serving with them on battle fields, on board ships, on flight lines, in hospitals, and in chapels
across the globe. Soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen understand the need
for faith on the battlefield and in everyday life. I served with some of the finest and most
dedicated brothers and sisters in Christ while in uniform.
It is no different today. If you have veterans or men and women in uniform serving now and
attending your church, please seek them out and encourage them in their faith. Jesus seemed to
recognize how important the faith of one centurion was in comparison to others in that nation.
Pray for our nation, our leaders, and those who serve in every area to protect and defend. May
our Lord be honored in all of this.
Rev. Robert W. Collins, II Chaplain (LTC) U.S. Army (Retired) Executive
Director, Alliance Chaplain Ministries
Greg Dole
Marne Post Chaplain
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Americanism
Patriots,
The Americanism competition season has begun! 2023 Essay, High School Oratorical, and
Poppy Poster competitions are now open! Please see the information attached at the back of
this newsletter and on our website!
As Veteran’s Day approaches there are numerous events in our area we have been invited to
participate in. Recognizing some events overlap, we ask that you make your best effort to attend
at least one of them. Please consider supporting one or more of the following:

Friday, November 11th:
0800 – Eichelberger Elementary School, 12450 South Essington Road
Talk about your service with students and enjoy coffee and donuts.

0800 – Wesmere Elementary School, 2001 Wesmere Parkway
Flag raising ceremony

0815 – Plainfield North High School Gymnasium, 12005 S. 248TH Avenue
School wide assembly with ceremony remembering Plainfield veterans

1500 – American House Cedarlake Assisted Living, 14804 S. Van Dyke Road
Meet with veterans, flag folding, talk about the American Legion and what it offers veterans and
the community

Saturday, November 12th:
0900 – Marne Post Pavilion
Eagle Scout Project Flag Retirement Ceremony

0830-1100 – Ira Jones Middle School, 15320 W. Wallin Drive
Pancake Breakfast in Cafeteria

E pluribus unum,
Greg Roach and Chris Stompor
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Attention:
All Students 4th-12th Grade!!!

American Legion
&

American Legion Auxiliary
2023 Poppy Poster Contest
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CONTEST RULES
Posters MUST be on poster board and be 11"x14" or 14"x11"
Posters MUST include an image of the Flanders Poppy
Poppies MUST include 4 red petals and no leaves on a green stem
Posters MUST include a MAXIMUM 10 word theme
Posters MUST include the words "American Legion and American
Legion Auxiliary"
Use of the United States Flag SHALL be in compliance with the
U.S. Flag Code
Tempera, water colors, oil paint, crayons, paper cutouts, ink or
cut textures, pencil, acrylics or marker MAY be used
NO computer graphics should be used
If a Cross is included, a Star of David MUST also appear
All submittals SHALL be individual efforts
Attach student info with Official Poppy Poster Form

PRIZES:
Posters Due: April 3, 2023
Send to:
Gregory Roach
Plainfield American Legion
24741 W. Renwick Road
Plainfield, IL 60544

At local level ~$25/ age group
At state level:
1 Grand Prize $500 !
4th-9th grade (+special needs)
Three prizes $25-$50
10th-12th grade
Three prizes $100-$300

Failure to follow the contest rules will result in a
disqualification of the submitted artwork!
For more info: https://www.illegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/POPPY-POSTER-RULES-revised-2021-NEW.pdf
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2 02 3 A m e r i c a n i s m
H ig h S c h o o l
Oratorical Contest

Topic: U.S.Constitution
with focus on
Amendments VI; X;
XIV; and XVI

Submittal Info: Please submit your filled out
and signed application (leave Sponsor Info
blank) to the:
Plainfield American Legion
C/O Greg Roach
24741 W. Renwick Road Plainfield, IL 60544
NLT: January 1, 2023
Contact Greg Roach Post 13 Americanism
Officer at cdrroach@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
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2023 American Legion
Department of Illinois
Americanism Essay Contest
2023 Title: “Who Are Our Modern Day Patriots?”
7th and 8th grades
9th and 10th grades
11th and 12th grades

Class I
Class II
Class III

Submittals: All essays must be received at the Plainfield
American Legion Marne Post 13 on or before February 3, 2023.
Mail your essay to:
Greg Roach
Plainfield American Legion
24741 W. Renwick Road
Plainfield, IL 60544

Contest Rules: All essays must include –
•

•
•

Title page including:
o Essay subject name (Use the title provided in red above)
o Students name and full home address
o Grade in school
o Name of school
o Sponsoring Post – Plainfield American Legion Marne Post 13
Essay should be no more than 500 words in length
Essays should be typed or written in ink. Paper should not include decorative borders or
other graphics. Pages must be numbered at the center bottom, starting with page 1.
Use a paperclip to fasten pages together. No staples.

Awards: The Post can submit one winner from each age class.
Winners at the Post level and above will receive prizes.
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Monday Military Movie Schedule
07NOV Das Boot (1981)
14NOV The Guns at Navarone (1961)
21NOV Force 10 from Navarone (1978)
28NOV Fury (2014)
05DEC The Great Escape (1963)
12DEC In Enemy Country (1968)
19DEC Into the White (2012)
26DEC no movie Christmas Break
02JAN no movie New Years Break
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Riders Officers
Joe "Hammer" Manno
Director

815-600-6413
https://plainfieldlegionalr.com/

Bob “Boots” Tosch

HELLO RIDERS, SUPPORTERS, AND LEGION FAMILY,
As we enter the Fall-Winter Seasons it still makes me proud to be part of
this group and this could not have been done without all of you stepping up
and pulling together.
We had some successful rides and looking forward to Spring. We had some
bittersweet news this past summer with us losing our friend and brother
Sgt-at-Arms Mike Cross, he will be missed and may he rest in peace.

Asst. Director
815-557-8316
Kris Gardner
Secretary
Aric Henschen
Communications/

Historian
We started our Texas Hold’em Poker Tournaments which went very smooth,
Pablo "Chino" Esqueda
looking forward to more. We always seem to learn something after each
one. Lightning Bingo on the other hand is discontinued unfortunately from Membership Chairman
lack of players, but we are resilient and will move on to developing a
815-953-4695
different event.
Andy Lorenzen
We will always introduce new and innovative ways to bring more
Treasurer
opportunity and exposure to the Legion Riders and this Legion as we all
work together to complete our mission.
Jeff Kocis
I would also like to welcome our new additions to our group.







Chaplain
Chris Gibson

Chris Gibson- Our new Sgt-at-Arms
Karen Gibson
Eulalio (Lalo) Mestre
Jerry Prentice
Korbi Prentice
Jared Fredericks

Sergeant-at-Arms
Everett Samms
Road Captain

My Mission Statement is to keep moving forward and to not lead from
behind but lead by example for our Past, Present, and Future Veterans and
Community.
True to the Legion’s grassroots tradition, where the best ideas are born.
The Riders are part of many projects and events and will continue to do so.
Anyone wanting to join this Brotherhood and Sisterhood reach out to us
you will not be disappointed; the time is now!
The Legion Riders ride for those that cannot!
Joe “Hammer” Manno
Director Plainfield Legion Riders
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Auxiliary Officers
Cheryl Manno
Hello Auxiliary Members and Legion Family,

President

We have had an exciting last few months. Let me start with a huge shout out
to all the volunteers that stepped up to volunteer for 50/50, pull tabs,
Bunco and more.

amlegaux13@gmail.com

Deb Uher
Vice President

Membership Chair
Our first Bunco Event was a huge success thanks to our Fundraising Chair
Sandi Mcvey who coordinated the event, great job Sandi. A special thank you ala13.deb.uher@gmail.com
to Cynthia King and Crystal Egle for donating a raffle basket from their
Jennifer Roach
beautiful crystal collection. Thank you, Erica LaFrancis, for creating and
Treasurer
distributing flyers for Bunco to get the word out, and Tracy Nicklas for
815-222-3766
supplying delicious snacks for everyone. Renee Bush and Karen Gibson
helped sell raffle tickets while VP Deb Uher along with Colette and Erica
Renee’ Bush
LaFrancis led the teams at the head table. Even Debs Uher’s mom came all
Secretary
the way from Hawaii to lend a hand! This event was successful because of
Historian
the big hearts, hard work and dedication of our Auxiliary members! We look
forward to our next event Sunday, November 6th! Come on out for a great
Babette Jackson
time!
Chaplain
Thank you, Linda Emerson, for helping with the big clean up and organizing
Barb Perignon
the Auxiliary’s items. We found many items that will benefit the group in the
Sergeant-at-Arms
future.
Jennifer Roach and Sunny Stroud did a great job planting flowers and
cleaning up the Veterans Garden.
Most of all, the main reason we come together is to raise money to support our Veterans. Cheryl
and Barb Perignon had fun shopping for supplies to donate for the Manteno Veterans Home. Deb
and Cheryl enjoyed driving to Manteno to meet up with Michelle the Donation Coordinator from the
Manteno Veterans Home. Michelle sends her warmest thanks and appreciation for all the supplies
helping the Veterans in need. The Auxiliary didn’t stop there, we also reached out to the Midwestern Shelter for homeless Veterans in Wheaton, IL and made a monetary donation along with a
commitment to donate funds from the month of February Bingo collection.
The Legion’s Christmas party is right around the corner. Several Auxiliary members are on the
committee along with other members from the Legion, Sons, and the Riders. Our goal is to ensure
a great time is had by all.
Watch out in 2023 for the American Legion Auxiliary! We will be in full force helping our Veterans
within our community while enjoying helping and being a part of the Legion family. We can’t do
what we do without volunteers to help us reach our goals, so please consider helping out where
you are able. We truly appreciate each and every one of you.

With appreciation and gratitude,
Cheryl Manno
President
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SAL Officers
Bob “Boots” Tosch
Commander

815-557-8316
Greg Roach
Sr. Vice Commander
Chris Gibson

Sons,

Jr. Vice Commander

With the holiday season approaching there are many
exciting events to put on your calendar. Enjoy great music
and singing at Karaoke on Friday, November 4th and Friday,
December 2nd from 7-10pm in the Main Hall.
On Saturday, November 12th at 9am in the Pavilion come
out and support a Flag Retirement Ceremony as Eagle Scout
Candidate Ben Schifo and members of our post and
numerous community groups gather for this dignified
ceremony.

The Post Christmas Party is scheduled for Saturday,
December 17th details are posted in this newsletter.
Lastly, the Sons are considering setting up an indoor bags
league this winter. See Boots if you are interested in
participating.
Have a great Holiday Season!
In service and support,
Greg Roach
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Frank Internicola
Historian
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15

16

RSVP deadline has been extended to November 6th
17
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Calendar of Upcoming Events
11/01/22 Executive Committee meeting @ 7pm
11/04/22 SAL Karaoke @ 7pm
11/05/22 Marine Birthday Dinner @ 4pm
11/06/22 Auxiliary Bunco Event @ 1pm (details on www.plainfieldlegion.com)
11/08/22 POLLING PLACE (monthly meeting moved to 11/15)
11/12/22 Flag Retirement (Eagle Scout Project) @ 8am
Veterans Thanksgiving Dinner @ 5pm
11/13/22 Riders Texas Hold’em Poker Tourney (Doors open @ 10am)
(Preregister prior to event, details on Legion website: www.plainfieldlegion.com)
11/14/22 SAL Meeting @ 6:30pm
11/15/22 Post and Auxiliary meetings, dinner @ 6:30pm and meetings to follow
11/26/22 Riders Meeting @ 10am
12/02/22 SAL Karaoke @ 7pm

12/06/22 Executive Committee meeting @ 7pm
12/12/22 SAL Meeting @ 6:30pm
12/13/22 Post and Auxiliary meetings, dinner @ 6:30pm and meetings to follow.
12/17/22 Legion Family Christmas Party (see flyer and website for details)
12/31/22 Legion New Year’s Eve Party (details coming soon on the Legion website)

WEEKLY EVENTS
Monday Mornings: Military Movie at the Post @ 10am (see schedule for specifics)
Every Friday (starting November 11th): Queen of Hearts Drawing @ 8pm
Thursdays: BINGO (Doors open @ 5pm, ticket sales start @ 5:30pm)
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