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Comrades,

(815) 436-9231

As a result of the hardworking volunteers and our Operations Manager, we were able to
substantially renovate our Pavilion. It has become a favorite hangout for a lot of our
patrons. I also want to give a special thanks to our member and Executive Committee
officer Bob Newberry for turning the Legion Car show into such a successful event.
Additionally, we had an excellent Memorial day event as always and I would like to
express thanks to all of the volunteers that made our Legion shine in our community. It
was a great effort by our Ceremonial team as well as all that helped. I want to
congratulate all of the new officers who were elected to serve our Post, including Sons
of the Legion, Auxiliary and Legion Riders. I look forward to working with all of them to
make our Post stand out even more this upcoming year.
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We had another successful couple months at our Post, but not without some tragic
information to report.

The 4th of July is on its way. To celebrate, we are having our Pig Roast at 12 PM on
Sunday, July 3rd. This event is open to the Public and there will be plenty of fun for kids
and adults. Please share the information on this event as it promises to be a great
one.
Of course, our last month has not been without tragedy. We grieve the loss of the
following members: Navy Veteran Jim Smith, Army Veteran Philip Lackey, Army Veteran
Ed Vascik, Marine and Army Veteran Joe Lyznicki, and Army Veteran John DeVries.
Unfortunately, we will need to add another tragedy that involves loss for Veterans. This
time it is much larger than anything we have experienced. Recently, our Post delegates
to the Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC) found that $495,000 was potentially
misappropriated by the former VAC Superintendent to a Marketing firm owned by her
friend. No competitive bids were taken before that payment was made and the whole
amount was due and presumably paid up front. To make it worse, this large payment
was not voted on by the VAC Board. After this information was discovered, that
Superintendent resigned. That marketing firm also recently shut down its website. The
involved VAC Board members have not answered any of our delegates’ questions. This
was money that could have benefited various VFW and Legion posts across the County
and I want to express my utmost disappointment in the Board members who were and
are supposed to be standing up for us. If you want to make your voice heard about the
matter, there is a VAC meeting 2nd Tuesday of every month. The next one will be
tentatively held on Tuesday, July 12, at 5 or 6 PM at the Will County Clerk’s Office (302
N Chicago St, Joliet, IL). We will confirm the final time and location. Our delegates have

received a lot of resistance from those VAC Board members for asking difficult
questions. So I hope that we can provide them all of the support they need at this
meeting to get to the bottom of this issue.
With that, I want to wish everyone a great next couple months, and hope to see you
soon at the Legion!
Yours Truly,
Commander James “Casta” Castaneda
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Sr. Vice Report

From the Senior Vice Commander…
I’d like to thank everyone for their assistance with the
Memorial Day Parade. We had a great turnout!!
Thank you to “Car show Bob” and everyone that helped out
for his car show. It was a huge success!!!
I hope everyone has a safe and Happy Fourth of July
weekend!
Dave “Frenchie” LaFrancis
Senior Vice Commander

Jr. Vice Report
Greetings to all!
I would like to thank all the members of Post 13 for making my time as Jr. Vice a pleasure over
the years. We have shared many wonderful meals together, had some great parties, and lots of
laughs.
The post is growing. The next generation is bringing new ideas and is dedicated to keep the post
moving forward.
I would like to thank the Commander and the Officers for the great job they did this past year.
They spend a lot of time planning for the months ahead, while keeping the four pillars in mind.
God Speed!
Robert A. Schiavo (Doc)
Jr. Vice
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Finance Officer
Legion Members,
I am honored to be re-elected to the Post as your Finance Officer for a second term. We have
been able to accomplish a great deal this past year, including implementation of a budget, many
cash management controls, and also better record keeping on our accounts. I have been grateful
that our collective efforts have provided us with the most profit we have ever made.
I also serve as our Post’s Alternate Delegate to the Will County Veterans Assistance Commission
(VAC) along with our Veteran Services Officer (VSO) Will Sutton, our Primary Delegate. As the
Commander mentioned previously in this Newsletter, we believe there was a misappropriation of
$495,000 meant for Veterans by the former Superintendent of the VAC. The reason myself and
our VSO know this is because of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request conducted by a
citizen, and documents provided by the VAC. Once we reviewed the information in those
documents, we brought it up to the Commander and henceforth started our own investigation
into the matter.
That citizen provided us with several documents from the County which we have reviewed and
analyzed. We have also attended several Board meetings and consulted with Attorneys and other
professionals to obtain as much information as possible. Unfortunately, our questions as
delegates have not been addressed in any meaningful way thus far. As not only our Finance
Officer, but also as a delegate to the VAC and a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), it is my
obligation to ensure that we lead the charge against what may be one of the worst financial
abuses against Veterans in our County. While me and our VSO are leading the charge, we need as
many Legion members to help us by attending the VAC meeting on the evening of Tuesday, July
12, 2022.
In the meantime, I will be preparing a report on our investigation. This report will be delivered to
the Commander and other interested parties outside of the Legion, which may include law
enforcement agencies and government officials such as the County Auditor. The report will
include recommendations that we will request the VAC follow immediately and in the longer term.
If the recommendations are not addressed within a reasonable time, we will take further action.
As many of you know, there was a similar issue in the past at our Legion and we had many
members stand up against it. All I ask is that you do the same in this situation, which is much
worse given it is around half a million dollars, and affects more Veterans than any monetary
abuse that I am aware of.
Sincerely,
Raj Pillai
Finance Officer
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Service Officer
From the Service Officer…
Legion Members,
I am honored to be re-elected to the Post as your Service Officer for a second term. I am also
glad that our reach has been extended to support veterans and many bills to get help or to get
passed.
I also serve as our Post’s Delegate to the Will County Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC)
along with our Finance Officer Raj Pillai. There are many issues being brought forward and many
bills passed as a more detailed list will be on the next letter. Myself and Raj, with the
Commanders blessing, have started an investigation on the Will County VAC after a huge shock
was dropped on us.
That citizen provided us with several documents from the County which we have reviewed and
analyzed. We have also attended several Board meetings and consulted with Attorneys and other
professionals to obtain as much information as possible. Unfortunately, our questions as
delegates have not been addressed in any meaningful way thus far and have been getting
attacked for standing up for all of you. As not only our Service Officer, but I am also an
accredited Veteran Service Officer for Kendall County, it is my obligation to ensure that the
veterans of Will County and other Veterans and families are being taken care of per the Military
Veterans Assistance Act. Myself and our Finance Officer are leading the charge, we need as many
Legion members to help us by attending the VAC meeting on the evening of Tuesday, July 12,
2022.
In the meantime, as Raj has stated before he will be preparing a report on our investigation. This
report will be delivered to the Commander and other interested parties outside of the Legion,
which may include law enforcement agencies and government officials such as the County
Auditor. The report will include recommendations that we will request the VAC follow immediately
and in the longer term. If the recommendations are not addressed within a reasonable time, we
will take further action.
As many of you know, there was a similar issue in the past at our Legion and we had many
members stand up against it. All I ask is that you do the same in this situation, which is much
worse given it is around half a million dollars, and affects more Veterans than any monetary
abuse that I am aware of.
Sincerely,
Will Sutton
Service Officer
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Chaplain’s Report
Sick Call: Peggy Arends, Tom Askew, Doug Flagg, Mike Kissane, Mike Mihavics, Marshall
Sanders, John Thompson, Frank Uher, Jim Wall
Taps: Phillip M. Lackey, age 91, U.S. Army Korean War Veteran, on 28May22
James “Jim” E. Smith, age 93. U.S. Navy Korean War Veteran, departed on 15June22
Lamentations 3:32
Though He causes grief, yet He will show compassion according to the
multitude of His mercies.
Greg Dole
Marne Post Chaplain

Americanism
Patriots,
I received great feedback from the two students we sponsored at Boys State. They had a
fantastic time and made the absolute most of the experience. They have already started helping
to recruit for next year by reaching out to friends in the community to let them know how great
this experience was!
On July 3rd, Plainfield will be celebrating Independence Day with a Patriotic Picnic and fireworks
display. As is custom the American Legion will be assisting the Plainfield Fire Department in
lowering and folding the American flag in the parking lot at Plainfield Central High School at
sunset. Please come out in your legion attire (polo shirt or something patriotic and your hat if
you have one) and take part in this tradition. Sunset will be approximately 8:30pm so give
yourself plenty of time to get a parking spot and get in place. DO NOT HESISITATE TO COME
BECAUSE YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW TO FOLD A FLAG. There will be a group working together and
others will be there to help. You might learn something. This is always a very highly attended
event and a great way to introduce the fireworks the crowd is waiting for.

E Pluribus unum,
Greg Roach
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Tuesday Military Movie Schedule

05JUL2022 - no movie
12JUL2022 - no movie
19JUL2022 - The Big Red One (1980)
26JUL2022 - The Monuments Men (2014)
02AUG2022
09AUG2022
16AUG2022
23AUG2022

-

The Longest Day (1962)
no movie
Patton (1970)
Where Eagles Dare (1968)
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Riders Officers
Joe "Hammer" Manno
Director/ Chaplain

815-600-6413
https://plainfieldlegionalr.com/

James “Jimmy” Grier
Asst. Director

HELLO RIDERS, SUPPORTERS, AND LEGION FAMILY,
We are still heading in the right direction, and this could not have been done
without all of you stepping up and pulling together. I am so proud to be a part of
this group and to serve with the finest.
Our voting was completed, and the Officers will remain the same. But with great
sadness and happy news that our Assistant Director and Charter Member Jimmy
Grier and his wife Retired Veteran Sandy will be relocating. They will be greatly
missed, and we wish them all the happiness and love from the Riders and the
Post. Jimmy’s replacement TBD.

219-929-8245
Mike “Hombre” Cross
Sergeant-at-Arms
630-774-4351
Kris Gardner
Secretary
708-805-0423

Joe “Hammer” Manno - Director
James "Jimmy" Grier - Asst. Director
Kris Gardner -Secretary
Jeff Kocis - Chaplain
Andy Lorenzen - Treasurer
Pablo "Chino" Esqueda - Membership Chairman
Mike "Hombre" Cross ~ SGT. of Arms
Bob "Boots" Tosch - Communications Officer
Everett Samms – Road Captain

Bob "Boots" Tosch
Communications
815-557-8316

Pablo "Chino" Esqueda
Membership Chairman

As we go thru the Summer we are participating in some exciting and successful
events. We had a successful Freedom Run ride in which we were greeted with
some awesome hospitality from the Marseilles American Legion Post and
connected with some Legion Riders from Tinley Park Post 615.
We still have more events coming up to participate in such as the July 3rd Pig
Roast along with some other rides. As the weather cooperates, we need to ride
together.
We also had the opportunity to help and donate to a disabled Veteran and his wife
with some house improvements.
Starting in Fall we will be starting up the Lightning Bingo and Texas Hold’em
Poker. I feel we have an awesome team in place to keep building upon our
togetherness and introduce new and innovative ways to bring more opportunity
and exposure to the Legion Riders.
My Mission Statement is to keep moving forward and to not lead from behind but
lead by example for our Past, Present, and Future Veterans and Community.
The Legion Riders ride for those that cannot!
Joe “Hammer” Manno
Director Plainfield Legion Riders
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815-953-4695
Andy Lorenzen
Treasurer
630-740-5157
Everett Samms
Road Captain
908-531-7681

Auxiliary Officers
Cheryl Manno
President

Hello Auxiliary Members!

amlegaux13@gmail.com

Deb Uher
May was a busy month for the Auxiliary with it being our yearly Poppy
Fundraising Month! We are happy to announce Poppy Month was a huge
Vice President
success and allowed us to build up our Poppy funding for the year. We
Membership Chair
look forward to helping Veterans with all the funds we raised. We would
ala13.deb.uher@gmail.com
like to express our gratitude to those of you who sent in monetary
donations through our Poppy donation letter. Without your kindness and
Jennifer Roach
generosity, Poppy Month would not have been a success, so thank you!
Treasurer
Also, we are especially thankful for everyone who helped us to make the
815-222-3766
month so successful by volunteering for Poppy Day, donating at Bingo and
at the bar throughout the month, and participating in our Sip & Paint
Renee’ Bush
Poppy Fundraising Event. A HUGE thanks to Babette Jackson for setting up
Secretary
the Sip & Paint Event! It was such a great turn out and was a lot of fun.
Historian
We are definitely going to look into setting up another one later in the
year so be on the lookout for that! It truly was a great Poppy Fundraising
Babette Jackson
year and we look forward to making next year even better!
Chaplain
June brought about our elections for Auxiliary Officers for 2022-23. The
Barb Perignon
Auxiliary would like to welcome our new President, Cheryl Manno, who was
Sergeant-at-Arms
unanimously voted in June 14th. Since we were under special
circumstances with our previous President stepping down for personal
reasons and my inability to continue on as Acting-President until the
Officer Installation in August, District approved Cheryl to begin her new
role as President effective immediately after the vote instead of
transitioning after the Officer Installation. The remaining Officers are the
same from 2021-22 with the exception of Sharon Levally who has decided
to step down as our Historian. We would like to thank Sharon for all her
hard work and dedication over the past few years in that role. Auxiliary
Secretary, Renee Bush, will be adding that position on to her current role
as Secretary. All the Officers look forward to continuing to support the
Legion, Sons, and Riders and continue to help grow our Post.
In the previous newsletter, we stated having some difficulties in obtaining
the pull-tabs that we sell during the half-time break at Bingo. Thankfully
Cheryl has worked with our Legion office along with our pull-tab vendor
and has secured pull-tabs for us to sell again! Please look for the
signupgenius to volunteer for selling pull-tabs, bringing desserts to
meetings, or any other volunteer opportunities we have from time to time.
We appreciate all the volunteers who help keep the Auxiliary a successful
support group for the Post groups!

We look forward to seeing you at the upcoming meetings and events!
With appreciation and gratitude,
Deb Uher
Vice President/Membership Chair
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SAL Officers
Bob “Boots” Tosch
Commander

815-557-8316
Greg Roach
Sr. Vice Commander
Chris Gibson

Sons,

Jr. Vice Commander

Congratulations to the new slate of Officers who were
elected in June. As a reminder our Installation Dinner is the
second Tuesday in August at 6pm, please be ready to attend.

Gary Uher
Adjutant
Billy Waters
Finance Officer

Queen of Hearts ticket prices will once again be $1 per
ticket and 6 for $5. The Queen drawing will continue to be
every-other Wednesday during the summer with the next
drawing being scheduled for July 13th.

Joseph Manno
Chaplain
Frank Internicola
Historian

Keep your ear to the group about upcoming Bags and
Horseshoe Tournaments throughout the summer. Emails
with more detail to follow.

Aric Henschen
Sergeant-at-Arms

Mike Krebs
Secretary

In service and support,
Greg Roach
Senior Vice Commander
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Calendar of Upcoming Events
07/03/22 Legion Family Day @ 12pm
07/05/22 Executive Committee meeting @ 7pm
07/11/22 SAL Meeting @ 6:30pm
07/12/22 Post and Auxiliary meetings, dinner @ 6:30pm and meetings to follow.
07/16/22 Legion Singles Mixer @ 5pm
07/22/22 Legion Karaoke @ 7pm
07/23/22 Riders Meeting @ 10am
08/02/22 Executive Committee meeting @ 7pm
08/05/22 SAL Karaoke @ 7pm
08/06/22 SAL Ralph Sweat Memorial Bags Tournament @ 12pm
08/06/22 Legion Daddy-Daughter Dance @ 6pm
08/08/22 SAL Meeting @ 6:30pm
08/09/22 Post Officer Installation Dinner @ 6pm

08/19/22 Legion Karaoke @ 7pm
08/20/22 Riders Texas Hold’em Poker Tourney @ 10am
(Preregister prior to event on the Legion website: www.plainfieldlegion.com)
08/27/22 Riders meeting @ 10am

WEEKLY EVENTS
Tuesday Mornings: Military Movie at the Post @ 10am (see schedule for specifics)
Every Other Wednesday (next drawing July 13th): Queen of Hearts Drawing @ 8pm
Thursdays: BINGO (Doors open @ 5pm, ticket sales start @ 5:30pm)
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